

Weston Family Microbiome Initiative - Letter of Intent
· Please use size 11 Font (Arial, Times, Calibri are acceptable), single-spaced.
· LOI must be submitted as a Microsoft Word document (doc, docx, etc.).
· Mandatory file naming convention: Last name, First initial – CATALYST LOI, 2020.docx
· Please append the applicant CV as a separate PDF.
· Please see the Program Details document for information on Review Criteria.
· Applicants are encouraged to be concise in completing each section.
· Completed LOIs should be submitted to geordie.stewart@westonfoundation.ca
· The application deadline is rolling. All applications will be considered, reviewed and approved as received. The latest date for submissions is November 30, 2020.
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	Have you applied to other funding agencies with the same proposed work?     
(This information will not be used to assess the application)

	     Yes   Please specify:
     No

	Please list the full name of Canadian or international researchers who are competitive with you and therefore should not review your application. Please do not exclude reviewers for other reasons, as we are unable to honor these requests. Note that the majority of the members on the scientific review committee are international. 






















1. Program Focus (Max. 250 Words)
What is your primary area of focus and what are the goals of your research efforts over the next 3 years?  What are the major gap(s) you are seeking to address and why is your approach particularly innovative or pioneering? Please highlight the importance of your research area to the understanding and application of the microbiome in health, citing literature, and/or past publications as needed. Where there are multiple focus areas, be sure to provide the relative percentage of the labs focus (time spent) directly on the microbiome. 

2. Proposed Project (Max. 250 Words)
What specific project(s) do you plan to undertake in the next 3 years? Please provide an overview of your planned research objectives and the specific hypotheses to be tested. How will these facilitate progress towards microbiome-based health applications? What are the anticipated outcomes of this work within the 3-year granting period? Be sure to support the importance of your hypotheses in consideration of the current state of the field and their role in accelerating the understanding and application of the microbiome. 

3. Research Environment (Max. 200 Words)
Please provide an overview of available resources that will support the success of your program. This can include infrastructure, trainees, collaborators, mentors, industry partners, potential hires etc. For applicants that have not yet established their laboratories please highlight the needed resources to deliver on your proposed work.

4. Career Statement (Max. 200 Words)
Please provide a brief overview of your training and development to date, referring to any specific achievements that highlight your contributions to field and potential as a researcher/innovator.

5. Applicant CV
Please provide a CV highlighting your recent research, professional and experiential activities as a separate PDF along with this document. Applicants should make use of either the CIHR or NIH biosketch format (or similar).

6. Relevant publications (cited or directly relevant)
Publications can be used to support rationale for the project, highlight program potential, provide additional background, and/or demonstrate expertise of the applicant where suitable. Please provide in the following format including full list of authors and PMID:

Foster LM, Tompkins TA, Dahl WJ. A comprehensive post-market review of studies on a probiotic product containing Lactobacillus helveticus R0052 and Lactobacillus rhamnosus R0011. Benef Microbes, 2011. 1;2(4):319-34. PMID: 22146691.
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